
INJURY SEVERITY SCORE (ISS) 

The Injury Severity Score (ISS) assesses the combined effects of the multiply-injured patients and is 
based on an anatomical injury severity (AIS) classification. The ISS is an internationally recognised 
scoring system which correlates with mortality, morbidity and other measures of severity. 

 

The six body regions are defined as: 

 

• Head and neck 

• Face 

• Thorax 

• Abdomen and visceral pelvis 

• Bony pelvis and extremities 

• External structures (skin, burns) 

 

 

The ISS is defined as the sum of the squares of the highest AIS code in each of the three most severely 

injured ISS body regions.  

If the 3 most severe injuries in 3 body systems are A, B, and C, then ISS = A² + B² + C² 

 

Injury Severity Scores range from 1 to 75. If any injury is assigned an AIS of 6 (identifying a currently 

untreatable injury), the ISS score is automatically assigned 75. 

Only one injury per body region is allowed. 

Correlates with mortality, morbidity and length of hospital stay 

Validated for the use of blunt and penetrating injuries in adults and children > 12 

Consistent risk factor predictor for post injury multiple-organ failure. 

 

For Australian trauma registry purposes, ISS ≥12 is considered major trauma. ISS >15 corresponds to 10% 

mortality rate. 

 

Modifications: 

New Injury Severity Score (NISS): 

• takes three highest scores regardless of anatomic area 

• more predictive of complications and mortality than ISS 

Trauma injury Severity Score (TRISS): 

• Takes into account extra elements such as age, GCS, SBP and RR in addition to ISS. 
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(note: reference 4 and 5 are accessible by THS intranet / subscription only) 

 

AIS 
code 

Description Cue 

0 No injury  

1.  Minor  

2.  Moderate  

3.  Serious (Non-life-threatening) 

4.  Severe (Life-threatening, survival 
possible) 

5.  Critical (Survival uncertain) 

6.  Unsurvivable (with current treatment) 
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