
Slit Lamp Setup 
 

(...or how to reset it when it’s  FUBAR) 



Step 1: 

Turn it on.  Press the white timing switch (blue arrow) and then turn the black 

knob (red arrow) to the desired brightness (use setting 1 as a default). 



Step 2: 

Adjust the focus (blue arrows)—if you don’t wear glasses, rotate to 0 (red       

arrows).  Otherwise dial in your prescription for each eye.  Use your hand in 

front of the lens, where the patient’s eye would be. 

 

Step 3: 

Adjust eye width (green arrows) so you can see out of both eyes 

 

  



Step 4: 

The imaging module (IM-900) is an attachment used for putting the images up 

on a computer screen.  We will not be using this on a regular basis and instruc-

tions for this have not been provided. 

To enable the slit lamp to work, there are two knobs to adjust: 

• Turn the camera knob away from the camera icon (blue arrow) 

• The lower knob adjusts the brightness—start it at 3 or 4 and adjust to 

your preference (red arrow) 

 



Step 5: 

The large black knob controls magnification.  Start with 6,3 at the 12 o’clock po-

sition (least magnification) and zoom in closer if required (blue arrow) 



Step 6: 

The setting screw (blue arrow) can be turned to adjust the slit length, blue filter 

and fixation star.  Default setting is 8mm (display is indicated by the green       

arrow); turn clockwise until it says “B” for blue light (for use with fluorescein 

staining) 

 

Step 7: 

The lever (red arrow) adjusts various filters.  Start with it in the far left (open) 

position.  The green filter is a “red removal” filter, useful for detecting blood (it 

turns black with this filter).  Do not use this filter for fluorescein staining—

instead use the setting screw (blue arrow) mentioned in Step 6. 



Step 8: 

Ensure the inclination angle latch (blue arrow) is set at 0o angulation (i.e. verti-

cal) 

 

Step 9: 

The centering screw (red arrow) should be tightened clockwise to keep the slit 

image in the centre of the visual field. 

 

Step 10: 

The knob with the green arrow adjusts the width of the slit.  Start at 10 and ad-

just accordingly. 



Step 11 

The illumination arm angle should be set at 0 degrees (blue arrow) initially. 

 

Step 12 

The illumination arm locking screw (red arrow) should be turned fully clockwise 

initially. 

 

Step 13 

The microscope arm locking screw (green arrow) should be turned fully clock-

wise initially. 



Step 14: 

Using a tissue for the patient’s chin, ask the patient to place their chin on the 

chin rest with forehead pressed up against the white forehead rest. 

 

Adjust the height of the chin rest by turning the knob (blue arrow) so the side 

of their eye lines up with the marker as indicated (red arrow). 



Step 15: 

You can move the slit lamp by grabbing and moving the whole base (blue ar-

rows) for gross movements. 

Fine movements can be made by using the joystick (red arrows). 

You can rotate the joystick for fine up and down movements (green arrow). 

The little knob on the right hand side is a locking knob (purple arrow); turn anti-

clockwise to unlock and clockwise to lock the slit lamp in position. 

You can put your hand roughly where the patient’s eye would to use as a  

focussing aid when setting up. 

 

That’s it! 

 

Interns and RMOs — Please make sure all your eye patients are reviewed by a 

consultant or senior registrar. 



Trouble-shooting: “The light doesn’t work!” 

 

1. Make sure the slit lamp is plugged in and switched on. 

2. Press the white air-switch. 

3. Turn on the switch lamp light. 

4. If the light doesn’t come on go to Step 10 and open the width of the slit (it 
is possible to close the slit completely). 

5. If there is still no light then check the top of the slit-lamp to see if there is a 
glow from the bulb.  If there isn’t then it will probably need replacing. 

6. If there is a light at the top but no slit, check the Setting Screw (Step 6) and 
the Filter lever (Step 7).  If these are between settings they can completely 
block the light. 

 

 


